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A LETTER 


To 


™; Mf WIS HOLINESS, THE POPE, 


r you dn the Character, the Conduct, and the 


de = Views of the Catholic Aristocracy, 
and Lawyers of England and Ireland. 


Barn-Eim Farm, 10th Nov. 1828. 


re.” 


Ss me- 

have AY rv Pease Your Houiness, 

that > |. I, who am the author of the 
») the Hisrory or tue Prorssranr Re- 


xMATION, having been informed by 
Catholic gentleman of undoubted vera- 
ty, that, at an interview, some time 
0, with your Holiness at the Vatican, 
‘oe bu, after some praises bestowed on my 
ork, expressed to him your wonder how 
was, that the Catholics of this king- 


ng a 


















3 : bm did not cause me to be a Member of 
a 0 e Parliament; and that you hoped 
4 at a considerable part of the rent, 
4 


bllected from the Catholics in Ireland, 
ent, at any rate, to be the reward of 
y unparalleled services to the Catholics 
every part of the world. This in- 
rmation has mduced me to make a 
atement of the true reasons for that 
ich excited the wonder of Your Ho- 
INess; and, in order to do this satis- 
clorily, it will be necessary for me to 
scribe the character, conduct, and 
ews of the Catholic Aristocracy and 


|most 
apest 


and 














ase to wonder upon the subject of the 

t in Parliament, and also on the sub- 
of the Catholic Rent. 

2. If your Holiness wondered why the 
lent. Catholics did not put me into 

2 Parliament, what will be your won- 

» when you shall hear the following 





wyers of England and sg id; after 
LaF doger: tion, your Ho ineas will th 


that, it never has shown towards me 
even the slightest mark of approbation ; 


facts; namely, that, there is held in 
London, an annual (or more frequently) 
meeting, of the noblemen, gentlemen, 
and other opulent Catholics in general, 
who call themselves the EnglishCatholic 
Association; that this Association, who 
well knew, for they constantly had thens 
under their eye, my often-repeated and 
strenuous exertions to cause ail my Ca- 
tholic countrymen to be cleared from 
the obloguy that rested upon them ; that 
they had in 1824, witnessed these exer- 
tions of mine during several years ; that, 
in the last mentioned year at one of 
their meetings held in London, one of 
the members of the Association made a 
motion or proposition, that the Associa- 
tion should tender to me, in token of its 
gratitude, a copy of the History of Eng- 
land, written by the Rev. Docror 
Linearp, a Catholic Priest; that 
upon this proposition being made, 
one. Cuartes Burier, an English 
lawyer, besought the proposer to with- 
draw the proposition, and added, that 
he would go upon his knees, if nothing 
else would induce him to suffer the pro- 
position to be withdrawn 5 that the rea- 
son assigned by this lawyer was, that 
Mr. Cobbett was known to be hostile to, 
and to be disliked by, many of those 
Members of the Parliament, who were 
friendly to what he called * the Catho- 
lic Cause ;” that the Association did, at 
last, set aside theproposition: that this 
transaction, this mark of deep ingrati- 
tude, took place before any part of the 
History of the Protestant Reformation 
was written; that, since that work was 
written and published, this Association 
has voted its thanks to numerous persons 
upon different occasions, and to some 
rsons for books written in delence of 
the adherents to the ancient faith, but 


and that, as to putting me into Parjia- 
ment, though several individuals amongst 
them have the absolute power of doing 
it as completely as your Holiness has 








the power of —* a bishop or 
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ordaining a priest, even in your own 
states, so far from having a disposition 
to (lo this, not one single Catholic noble- 
man subscribed a single farthing towards 
putting me into Parliament in 1826, 


when f offered myself for that purpose, 


with the exception of the Earn of 


Sanewsevey, who, having an income 
of about fifty thousand pounds sterling 
a year, found, in the generosity of his 
pious, zealous and grateful sou!, to sub- 
scribe the very munificent sum of jive 
pounds, while there was one Protestant 
nobleman to subscribe fifty pounds. 

3. Lest the Catholics of other coun- 
tries should suppose, and jest the Catho- 
lics of my own country in particular, 
should entertain the supposition, that | 
wrote the history of the Protestant Re- 
formation with a view olf obtaining re- 
ward of any sort, from the Catholics, it 
is necessary that I should state to your 
Holiness, or rather, that I should re- 
peat, that this proof of the monstrous 
ingratitude of these noble and opulent 
Catholics was given me before I put 
pen to paper in the writing of that now- 
celebrated book. Not only had I this 
proof of the ingratitude of this descrip- 
tion of persons, but I noticed it in print 
at the very time that I notified my inten- 
tion of writing the book. On the 22d 
October, 1824, the transaction took place 
as dbove ‘mentioned, at the Catholic 
Association: onthe 30ih of that same 
month f published some remarks on the 
proceeding, and concluded those remarks 
in the following words addressed to this 
Association. Having in the former part 
of the article declared my intention of 
writing a Uistory of the Protestant Re- 
formation, I concluded it thus: “ I do 
‘assure you, Gentlemen, that I have 
** no objection to your, or any body else, 
‘‘ presenting a copy-of my History to 
‘* Dr. Lincarp, whose laborious work 
“will never, until the last page shall 
‘have been destroyed by the hand of 
‘* time, produce a thousandth part of the 
‘‘ effect that mrine wil! produce ia the 
‘ space of three years.” The work has 
not been published complete more than 
thirty-one months ; it was sixteen months 


La 


» coming forth, in pone numbers, it was 


conelu ed‘dn the 81st 
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arch 1826; and 
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it has, literally, groue over the whole 
world. 
4.1 beg your Holiness to bear jy 
mind, that I was, therefore, fully ap. 
prised of the ingratitude of this body of 
persons even before I began to write thp 
hook; and that, therefore, 1 could hav 
been actuated by nothing but a love of 
trutlt and justice and a sense of my dyty 
towards my country, But, as the ide, 
| oecurred to your Holiness that I mighy 
possibly have reward from Ireland iy 
my eye, particularly as the Catholic 
| Rent was, at that time, begun to be 
collected, by a Catholic Association in 
‘Ireland, the leaders in which wer 
| chiefly very noisy, bet very unprincipled 
lawyers, it is necessary that I state, that 
1 disclaimed, from the beginning, all 
reward whatsoever coming from that 
t Association ;* and that, I exposed the 
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* To put this beyond all doubt, 1 honestly state, 
that, soon after the Catholic rent began to be 
collected, a member of that body wrote to me, 
suggesting, that, oud of this fund the Associa- 
tion ought to pay me for leave to republish and 
to circulate the Register in Ireland ; a sugges- 
tion which I instantly rejected. Before this 
time the Association had sent me @ vote of 
thanks; aud had also voted, that it was tle 
duty of its Members to promote the circulation 
of the Register. But, in 1825, the leading 
members of this Association having proposed 
to the Government to disfranchise the gre 
body of Catholic freeholders in Ireland, a tee 
price of ** Emancipation” for themselves ; 
that is to say, having proposed to take wer 
half a million of poor Catholics theit best av? 
most precious right; having, by the moutts 
of two of their leaders, the one vamed DsviFt 
|O’ConNELL and the other RicHaxp Surit, 
‘Voth of them Erish lawyerss having made ve 
| proposition to the Government; agit oe 
pressly pledged itself to assist in thus - . ~ 
the poor Catholics of Ireland, whom gate 
presented as little better than brute D¢ “ 
and having, with the aid of certaiu vale sy , 
England, particularly of one Bo ern ar 
Baronet, actually proctred a bill to be - . 
into Parliament to effect this unjust a5 ¢ 
purpose ; the Association having, at the 
time, and by the sane organs, SUgEES™ 
the Government that the Catholic bishops oad 
priests of Ireland should Aave al 
them by the Government out of the as ‘oie 
that there should be a commission of Goverte 
Bishops, selected and appointed by the tions of 
ment, to exercise, in fact, -all the func owe 
a head of the Catholic Church, which © of tt 
sion was to be revocuble at the aes 9 
Government ; the Association having thu tt 
gested to the Government, measures, 
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has not yet heard of it) that a large part/in amazement in the contemplation of 
















> whole corrupt intrigues of the leaders of that 
Association during the first five months, 
bea that the History of the Protestant Re- 
ily ap- formation was going through the press. 
body i it is well known to every man in Eng- 
Tite the land and Ireland, that I would not, on 
id have anv account, or in any emergency, re- 
love ceive a farthing of that rent if it were 
] tee ‘ . . 
~ ere. tendered to me; and it is equally well 
a known to every man in these countries 
a (though the fact will shock every true 
{ : . . . i 
ae Catholic upon the face of the earth who 
atholic 
ho . . . . . . . 
lo ofthis Rent, the fruits of the piety of the 
ition in poor Catholics of freland, is, in part, 
} Were expended by the unprincipled men who 
neipled receive it, inthe paying of prostituted 
te, th : writers to villify and caiumniate the 
ng, al ‘author of the Protestant ReformAtion. 
n Cat BR ‘These men have established newspapers 
ed the HRD of their own, they have hired others, 
ee which were already established ; and 
: vo be eee one of the great purposes tu which they 
i 0 be ° . . 
ay hye apply these publications is, to endea- 
| ssocia- vour, by the foulest of all possible 
ish and means, to do injury to the character of 
bugpe him, who is an object of praise and gra- 
ore this p,* . ° ’ . . 
sete af titude with every sincere Catholic in 
was the every part of the world. The Catholic 
‘ulation Association in London, as if fearing to 
—_ ibe surpassed in ingretitude, falsehood 
yoposet . . We ° ° . 
pi and malignity, by their sister association 
p ored 5 ys 
; as the ~ 7 — - 
selves ; for the enslaving of the poor Catholics of Ire- 
e from Jand, but for the subversion of the Catholic 
est and Church itself, in that country; the Associa- 
mouths tion having made this attempt, | used my 
)ANIEL ower to the utmost to prevent the success of 
SUEIL, he wicked project, which, by the honour and 
de this ntegrity of the House of Lords, was finaliy 
ng eX defeated, to the cruel mortification of the per- 
slaving dious projecturs. The Association ascribed 
bey Fe > me a part, at least, of that decision which 
beasts, prevented its Members from enriching and 
ous I xalting themselves by adding to the misery 
‘TT, 4 nd degradation of their poor Catholic coun- 
rought ‘men. From this time forward these unprin- 
{ cruel ipled men became my bitter enemies, and my 
2 samme ul calumniators ; and thus they continue to 
ted to he present hour. They practise the grossest 
psand luvious upon the more ignorant part of their 
pee i g P 
$ buntrymen, upon whom they still impose, 
3 and hom they keep incessantly engaged in noises 
tholi¢ broils, with a view of terrifying the Go- 


overh 
ous 





rhment into some project like that above 
scribed; having still the desire and the 
to sacrifice the civil rights aud the reli- 
a of the main body of the Catholics, to the 
yee: of their ewn ambition and inte- 
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lof Ireland, 


have established, and 
support, a publication in London, hav- 
‘ing the same objects in view, 

5. This conduct in these two bodies 
of persons appears to be so unnatural, 
'so opposed to every ordinary feeling of 
the human heart ; so directly in opposi- 
tion to what people in general must 
\think to be the interests of the parties 
themselves ; that, without an explanation 
| of the causes, the Catholic world, and, 
‘indeed, every body else, must be lost 


|such a hideous prodigy. It is notorious 
‘that my work has softened all those 
| asperilies ayainst the Catholics that 
heretofore existed in the breasts of 
numerous Protestants; that it has dis- 
sipated a great part of the prejudices 
that existed against the ancient church; 
that it has caused the Catholics in this 
kingdom to carry their head aloft, and 
openly pride themselves in their religion 
instead of sneaking about and shunning 
the acknowledgment that they were of it; 
that the Catholic chapels are much more 
frequented than they were betore the 
work was published, and that numerous 
converts in every populous part of Eng- 
land, have been amongst its effects, 
These things are notorious; the cele- 
brity of the book is also notorious: it is 
equally notorious that, in every Catholic 
country it has been honoured with the 





eulogiums of the highest dignitaries of 


the Catholic church: and it.js also no- 
torious that it has received the sanction 
of Your Houiness,and has been printed 
at the press of the Vatican: it is noto- 
rious, further, that the Catholic priests 
in England and Ireland, together with 
all their flocks, in every part of the 
kingdom, with'the exception of the aris- 
tocracy and the lawyers, feel and ex- 
press towards me, upon all occasions, 
gratitude the most prefound. One proof 
of this 1 cannot refrain from citing ; aud 
I do it for the double purpose ot doing 
justice to myself, but.more especially 
tor that of doing honour, as far us 1 am 
able, tothe memory of the truly great 
man, whose letter. (written to me just 
after the appearance of the first number 
of my book) I am now about ‘to insert, 
| and in which st Your Hoxtxess will 

} 2 
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find a corroboration of what I have said, 
and shall say. relative to our Catholic 
aristocracy and lawyers : 


“* Wolverhampton, 6 Dec. 1824. 
‘© Dear Sir,—In rendering you the warm 
thanks of anumerous class of British subjects, 
the most calumniated and oppressed of any 
who inhabit these Islands, as well as my own, 
for your just and generous defence of them, | 


cannot adopt more appropriate terms than | 


those of the great Pore Lro, the first of his 
name, in speaking of one of the mysteries, 
* Ecxedit multum que super eminet humani 
cloquii faculiatem magnitudo beneficii, et in- 
deoritur difficuitas fundi, unde ad est ratio non 
tacendi,’* But, Sir, I cannot express this ge- 
neral sentiment of the Catholics without la- 
meuting the pusillanimity of a particular As- 
sociation of them, who, influenced by the de- 
clarations and entreaties of a certain counsel- 
lor among them, refused to alford their power- 
ful advocate the pitifnl countenance of pre- 
senting him with a book upon sale; Jest they 
should appear to have adopted all his political 
opinions ! 
Helotes of the state, tatalk of purilying its 
senate, lest they should be reproached as the 
plebeiaus were of old: * Antequam liberi estis 
dominari vultis’t ‘Still, no policy ought to 
prevent us from testifying our gratitude to our 
disinterested, uo less than powerful, defender. 
It is plain, Sir, from the mention which vou 
have made, in ove of the Registers, of the 
counsellor alluded to, that you have never 
read my Commentaries on a part of his writ- 
ings; or, you would have witnessed such a 
mean degradation of himself and of his yeli- 
gion to every party, and subdivision of a party, 
who had power, or who seemed likely to have 
it, during the forty-four years of his manage- 
ment of Catholic affairs, as would have ena- 
bled you to furm a just estimate of his decla- 
rations, 
«| have the hcnour to remain, 
‘* Dear Sir, 
€ Your faithful and grateful humble servant, 
‘* J. MILNER,” 
** [To William Cobbett, Esq., 
** Kensington.” 


G. These are the words of an English 


Catholic Bishop, whose long life, which | 


however, ended too soon, was spent in 
the due and zealous discharge of his 
priestly duties, and in most ably defend- 
ing and upholding the character and the 
doctrines of the Catholic Church, and 





* The greatness of the obligation exceeds 
aud far surpasses the power of any human ex- 
pression ; and the difficulty of expressing my 
feelings arises from the same source as does 
the reason which induces me to break silence. 


t Before ye have obtained your freedom, ye 
wish to play the tyrant, 


It does not, indeed, become the | 


THE Pope. 6lo 


\the rights, civil and religious, of the 
‘ : > 

| Catholic people. Seeing the testimony, 
| and an expression of such profound 


gratitude from this celebrated and ve- 
Ne tcmap mtay ce who was the greatest 
'glory of the Catholic Church, England 
has had to boast of during the last two 
hundred years; and, apprized of all the 
facts ahove stated, the sincere Catholic, 
who is a stranger to our domestic poli- 
tics, which connect themselves with this 
question of religion, must be utterly as- 
'tounded at the relation which I have 
| given relative to the conduct of the Ca- 
tholic aristocracy and lawyers. It is 
necessary, theretore, that I fully explain 
the causes of this apparent prodigy in 
nature. But, before I do that, itis not unne- 
_cessary that | explain whoand what! my- 
selfam ; also the cause of my writing the 
History of the Protestant Reformation. 
7. | was, what is called, born and 
bred at the Plough tail, and received no 
'book learning of any sort, except that 
which I myself acquired, during eight 
yéars that I was in the army, part of 
‘the time a private soldier, and_ the 
larger part a non-commissioned ot- 
ficer. 1 have now been twenty-scven 
| years the author of a Weekly Publica- 
‘tion called the Poxrrican Recistee. 
‘I was born at Farnaam, in the county 
of Surry, which town is overlooked by 
‘that very palace, which was formerly 
inhabited by Wireram of Wicxram, and 
\by so many other munificent Catholic 
' Bishops of Winchester, and out of which 
| palace a late Protestant Bishop SOLD 
'SMALL BEER TO THE PEOPLE, 
tas stated by me in paragraph 124, of 
the History of the Protestant Reform’ 
tion, where the fact will remain for ag’s 
‘to warm the heart of the Catholic wl" 
just pride, and to make the Protestat! 
cheek burn with shame. At about 4 
mile from this town of Farnaam, stant, 
at a place called Wevery, the ruiis” 
an abbey which was formerly the abot 
of Cisrercran Moyxs. When! aa 
little boy, I worked in the grounds nea 
these ruins, of the former magnifice 
of which some traces still are lell. me 
quently prowled about amongst bes 
ruins by myself, climbed up on git 
which ‘parily covered the walls, ¥ 
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I found birds’ eggs, or young birds, to| well that the laws for the relief of the 


take. Persons so young have very little 


thought; but I used to wonder why such 


ruin had been made. At the age of 


[peer had their origin in the torty-third 
| year of the reign of the horrible Eliza- 


‘beth; but it was necessary tu ascertain 


about ten, I saw by accident, the fine! the sources whence the poor were pro- 
Cathedral of Winchester, about twenty! vided for previous to that bloody reign. 


miles from my own home. Little im- 
pression was made on my mind by the 
' sight, other than a sort of vague idea 
that England must have had a different 
' people living in it in the days when 
such buildings were raised. At the age 
of fourteen, or thereabouts, | saw the 
_ Cathedral at Salisbury, which strength- 
-ened the idea that I had formerly im- 
| bibed, that it must have been a very 
| different race of people that inhabited 
England in former days. These thoughts 
_ were, however, banished from my mind 
by the passions, the noise, and the bus- 
» tle of that sort of life in which I arrived at 
~ manhood ; and as “ Popery and Slavery” 
Fand “ Slavery and Popery” had been 
continually dinned into the ears of us all ; 
sand as it was not my business to dive into 
he question, I went on taking the asser- 
Mons upon trust until the year 1818, 
»when | arrived at the age of fifty-two 
years. At this time the people of Eng- 
Jand were in very great distress; and 
Mhose poor rates, which rose out of the 
* Reformation,” and the history of which 
poor rates your Holiness has read in 
paragraph 331 to paragraph 338 of my 
york ; these poor rates having become 
ery burthensome to the owners and oc- 
ipiers of the land, one Matruus, a 
Protestant Church parson, wrote a book 
>» show that the poor had no claim upon 
ke land for relief ; and that they ought 
b be left to that law of nature which 
omed them and their families to pe- 
sh, if they had no lawful means of 
eir own wheredy to obtaiu sustenance ; 
d he actually called upon the Parlia-~ 
ent to pass a law to this horrid effect. 
who had been bred amongst the la- 
uring classes, read, with indignation, 
& project like this; and I wrote and 
blished a letter to the Parson upon 
subject. 
B..In order to overset his assertion 
ut the poor have no claim upon the 




















relief, it was necessary for me 
back into Histery. I knew very 


[ went back to the very origin of the 
common law of England; | examined 
the canons of the Catholic church; I 
read all the acts of parliament relative 
to the subject. This enquiry, while it 
recalled from banishment my early 
thoughts about the ruins of Weverly Ab- 
bey, and about the Cathedrals, brought 
me acquainted with the causes, the pro- 
gress, and the effects, of the Protestant 
Reformation: it enabled me to lay pro- 
strate the cruel coctrines of Parson 
Marruus; but, it did a great deal more 
than that; it made me ashamed of hav- 
ing been, for so many years of my life, 
deluded by crafty and designing hypo- 
crites to make one amongst the revilers, 
or the contemners, at least, of the reli- 
gion of my fathers ; of that religion which 
fed the poor out of the tithes and other 
revenues of the church ; of that religion 
which had inspired men with piety and 
generosity, to erect every edifice now 
rewaining inthe country, worth the trou- 
ble of walking a hundred yards to see, 
and had created every seminary of 
learning, and caused to be enacted every 
law, and to be framed every institution 
of which England has a right to be 
proud. 

9. I could not know all this myself 
and not, as far as [ had the power, com- 
municate that knowledge to others, with- 
out being guilty of falsehood and injus- 
tice; for, to suppress the truth is false- 
hood, and to omit to do justice is to be 
unjust. J, therefore, resolved, in that 
year, 1818, to make my countrymen see 
how grossly they had been deceived 
upon this subject, which resolution I 
expressed in one of my*Registers pub- 
lished at that time. So that six years 
passed between the forming of the reso- 
lution and the execution ‘of the duty ; 
but, in the mean while, I read still more 
upon the subject, and set myself towork, 
when duly prepared, and at a time when 
my great increase of popmanty as a 
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writer was likely to aid in the extension 
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of the effect of a work, to send which 
forth to the world I regarded as a most | 
sacred duty towards my countrymen, 
and, above all things, towards the me- 
mory of our wise, just, generous, and 
pious foretathers. 

10. Such being the motives, which 
led to the writing of the History of the 
Protestant Reformation ; such being also 
well known to be the motives, for I had 
repeatedly announced my intention and 
the grounds of that intention, and had 
repeatedly also expressed my resolution 
not to accept of pecuniary reward in 
any shape ; such being the motives, and 
the work itself being such as it was, and 
having all the effects which are now well 
known to the whole world, that world 
must not only be shocked at the mon- 
strous ingratitude of the persons above 
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| amounts to more than the value of 





mentioned, but also must be anxious to 
be made acquainted with the real cause | 
of that ingratitude ; must be anxious to | 
have it explained to them how it has | 
happened, that nature herself would, 
seem to have inverted her laws upon, 
this particular occasion. This cause, 
therefore, I will now proceed -to explain. 

11. It is pretty well known to all 
statesmen, and well informed persons, 
in foreign nations, that England, once so 
powerlul and so jealous of her honour, 
so apt to be rather too forward than too 
backward in asserting ber rights, and in 
resenting injuries and insults: it is now 
pretty well known to all such persons, 
that she is in a strangely altered state, 
and that, some how or other, while she 
maintains an army at home, about eight 
times as numerous and expensive as she 
ever maintained during any former pe- 
riod of peace, she sees herself reduced 
to the necessity of standing an inac- 
tive spectator, while other powers are 
taking measures and pursuing enter- 
prises, which she knows, and which 
every Englishman feels, must of neces- 
sity tend to a diminution of her own 
wealth and power; these things are now 
become perfectly notorious, throughout 
all foreign nations. 

12. At home her situation is still more. 
degrading, and more portentous of evil. 
The taxes necessary to defray the ex- 
penses of a debt, the principal of which 
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all 
the gold and silver iu the whole world: 


necessary also to the support of nearly 
one hundred thousand men, in the midst 
of profound peace, the existence of 
which men supposing it to be necessary, 
is of itselfa proof of the unfortunate 
state of the country; taxes required 
also for the payment of pensions, sine. 
cures, grants, and placemen, to a greater 
amount than any other ten nations of the 
same population; taxes whichare bestow. 
ed also on about twenty thousand commis. 
sioned officers, naval and military,whoare 
still maintained, and areto be maintained, 
for their lives, on what is called ha 'f-poy, 
and part of which naval and military offi- 
cers, who, after the end of the war, be- 
came parsons in the church, continued, 
for many years, to receive the naval and 
military hal{-pay, and the incomes of 
of their benefices at the same time ; the 
taxes raised for all those purposes, and 
for many others, with an enumeration of 
which I will not trouble your Holiness; 
these taxes, aided by a paper-money, by 
the changes iu which they have in fact 
been nearly doubled since the peace 
was made ; these taxes thus augmented 
by the alterations in the value of money, 
and co-operating with a-system of usury 
and monopoly, now become as general 
as the air that we breathe ; these taxes, 
together with their adjuncts, paper-!0- 
ney, usury, and monopoly, have become 
so burdensome as to have produced more 
bankruptcies and insolvencies of persos 
engaged in trade and agriculture in ove 
single year than formerly took place " 
any twenty, or even fifty, success!’ 
ears; a fact which will easily be be- 
ieved, when I state, that the Iuteres! ol 
the Debt alone requires a greater 
annually to pay it, than the sum whic 
is annually received as the rent of all te 
lands, all the houses, all the woods, . 
the mines, and of every other species * 
real property in this once wealthy re 
dom. Therefore, taxes have been . 
on every thing that forms a necess®) 
life, with the exception of bread 4 be 
meat, and these are taxed through . 
land, and through the labour perio 
upon the land, and the implewenls " 
upon it. It will easily be beliey 
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these taxes must be next to unbearable, | 
when I state, with a certain knowledge | 
of the fact, and with a certain knowledge | 
that the fact will be denied by no man_ 
who has a reputation to lose, that the 
tixes annually collected in England and | 
Wales, exceed’ in amount twice the | 
whole sum which is paid in rent for all | 
the lands, houses, and other real property | 
of the kingdom, 

13. It is hardly necessary to state to 
| a person like Your Houtyess, that the 
| weight of these taxes must go on press- 
ng downwards, leaving part of their, 
br ssnre at every stage, squeezing more 
Sand more each successive class which it 
. fin ls in‘its descent, till at last it squeczes | 
the poor, if not actually out of existence, 
into a state of misery such as God never | 
intended a people to endure, except, 
® perhaps, temporally, for some great aud 
p“ise purpose, In order to give your 

Holiness some idea of the extent of this 
stnisery of the people of England, who | 
were formerly the Sest clad and the best | 
fed people on the face of the earth; in| 
order to give you some idea of the extent 
of this misery, I will state certain facts 
tholly undeniable and perfectly noto- | 
Tieus. .Your Hottixess_ has heard | 
enough of the horrible state of mi- 
ery in which the people of Ireland are, 
but I will here confine myself to the 
people of once happy England, who 
ever knew tmisery of any sort until the 
rotestant Reformation took place, and 
ho never knew misery even since that | 
poch at all to be compared to that which | 
hey suffer now. 
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14. General deseriptior is are, Ina 
ease like this, insufficient for the pur- 
pose ; bare assertions, without proof, are 
of no avail; particular instances are not 
adequate to the end, in a case where so 
many tongues and so many pens are 
ready to dispute the eeneral inference, 
and where millions of money are at the 
command of bodies of men, who have the 
strongest possible interest to controvert 
the conclusion; having at their nod a 
press wide-spreading as the light of the 
sun, and, generally sepakiug, corrupt as 
the carrion putrified by the heat of his 
beams. In such a case, the facts must 
be indubitable, and must be drawn, if 
pussible, from those who would contro- 
vert them if they had the power. 

15. The first fact which I shall relate, 


‘consists of a document put forth by the 


Magistrates of one of the divisions of the 
county of Dorset. 1 should premise 
here, that the Magistrates are, by the 
law, to regulate the allowance of mo- 
ney, or food, that the labouring poor 
shall receive. The Magistrates of the 
Srourminsrer Division of Dorsetshire 
put forth, on the 2Ist August, 1826, the 


) fi . . . . . 
following scale for feeding the labouring 
people. 


This seale was, in fact, a scale 
iby which the farmers, in all ordinary 
cases, regulated the price of labour, 
taking care, in general, that his payment 
did not exceed that which the Magis- 
trates would order to be given, in case 
any labourer made application to them 
for relief. The following is a copy of 
this seale, to which I shall have to add 
sume explanations. 


Scale in the Stourminster Division, for regulating the Allowance of Parochial Relief to th® 
Poor, according to the Pri ice of Bread, where there are two or more messing together in 











hen the standard Wheaten quartern Loaf 
is suld Bei ccccecrcosccecsoseses cone of 


12d, | Ild. | 10d. | 9d. 8d. 7d, 








he weekly allowance to be made up, inelud- 
ing earnings, 
or a labouring MAN.... 6.66.60. eeee serene 
or a woman, or boy, or girl, above 14 
YORE. GUE va av a4 chonenen saadesaneteed 
‘or a boy or girl, of 14, 13, or 12.........+. 
FOP Gitso, 1), 10, OF D oc cccviscccdccecsiess 
for ditto, under 9 ee Cee ee eee ewer ee eeeeee 














s. d.| s. d.\ 8. d.|\s¢. d.\8. d. ies. d. 
31/210'2 712 412 T1140 
wale gs 6) 1 oly ahi 
tanti 9]a 7]t sta 3}aa 
17/1 6/1 4/1 3{1 2/1 0 
L5)1 5/2 Slt 2/11] 1 0 














6 >) 

















































































































= ge 


— 














623 Lerrer to tre Pops. 624 


= 


16. This county of. Dorset is a mari-! gentlemen and farmers who had been 
time county, and one of the finest aud | called before the Committee. One of 
most fertile in England, abounding in| the farmers, who came from the county 
food of all sorts, in flocks and herds | of Sussex, said, that, * forty years avo 
innumerable, and in sheep which yield |‘ every labouring man in the parish 
lambs the finest in the world, but which!“ where he lived brewed his own beer 
are all drawn away to feed those who|“ at his own house ; and that now, not 
live upon the taxes. I beseech Your |“ a single labourer of the parish did 
Mfoxiness to look at this scale for feeding |“ the same thing.” The cause of this 
the labourers of England, and this scale, | is that the tax upon the Malt and the 
you will be pleased to observe, is much | Hops has been more than doubled, and 
about the same, or rather better, than’ that poverty has deprived the labourers of 
the scale of other counties. The man, | their utensils for brewing; and Yorn 
the hard labouring man, he who toils, Hotrxess should be informed that beer 
from morn to night, is, according to this | is the general drink in England, and if 
scale, to receive thirty ounces of bread | the labourer cannot get that, he has no- 
ina day; an English ounce being the! thing else except water. Before the 
same as a French ounce in weight. The | same Committee appeared a Gentleman 
man may have the thirty ounces in| from Somersetshire, whose evidence 
money if he choose; but the best way of’ stated that the labourers in that rich and 
stating his case is to state the amount of | fine county, which produces fat oxen in 
victuals in the first place. Next he is to | such numbers, lived ere gna 
have nothing for tuel, for clothing, for! upon potatoes ; and, having been asked, 
mending his clothes, or for washing his | uae they carried out WR the fields, to 
clothes, except he deduct it from the; eat during the day, he answered that 
thirty ounces of bread, out of which he | they took cold potaéoes, and ate them in 
is to deduct too, the expense of drink, the field. | 
or he is to drink water ; and this too, | 18. I have mentioned, in the History 
Your Hotrxess will be pleased to oh- | of the Protestant Reformation, several 
serve, not in a climate like that of Italy; | instances of the misery of the people, 
but in a climate where the rain falls on | and I could now produce many of actual 
an average more or less every day death by starvation; many others of 
during one half of the days of the year ; i such degradation as it is impossible to 
where the labourer has to walk and to| describe in a manner to do justice to 
work in the wet; and where there are | the horrid subject ; but, | shall content 
three months of severe weather, and three | myself at present, as far as relates to the 
months more of weather such as require | misery of the people, with mentioning 
fuel in use se day ; and where the | a 4 that must carry ee oghe = 
yeople must be nearly perished if left! mind of every foreigner. e Parlia- 
Hentitute of fuel. The regi of the | ment has had aesierete Committees ap- 
mS ar Ea loaf is sixty-nine | pointed to inquire ror cause pens 
English ounces. In this table “ d” {increasing evils, which assume al /as 
re ign e99 Rg” ce ne poy frightful oon ; a 

ere are twelve pence in a shilling, | last two years, the House 
Furnished with sien facts, foreigners, of | has had 3 Committee to inquire, whee 
whatever country, may judge of the state | ther the misery of the country ni 
of degradation and misery, into which | not be lessened by getting rid of sh 
the people of England are fallen. | of the people ; that is to say, by we A. 
; ~ - next fact, het gee gtx | rain away ~ ne pte ow th - 

draw from a report that was laid be-| northern parts o } 
fore the House of Calanoss in the year | idea will ‘shiek every man upon earth, 
1821, and ordered to be printed by that whose ear it will reach. son epi 
House. This report came from a Com- | the pee has been serious!) oe 
wittee of that House itself, and had sub- | to the Parliament, and that too, °) fn 
joined to it, the evidence of certain|man who belongs to the Ministy. 
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| heen order to obtain the means, or in other |. 
Ine of words to pay the expense, of thus send- | 
county ing away a part of the people, this man 
TS ago proposed that the poor rates should be 
parish mortgaged ! Your Hottness will cer- 
n beer tainly not be able to understand the pro- 
Ww, not position, unless I give you some expla- 
sh did nation. Every parish is compelled by 
of this law to provide for the relief of necessi- 
nd the lous persons ; and this provision is made 
4, and hy means of a tax levied upon the lands 
rers of and the houses. Now, this man wished 
Your money to be borrowed of the Jews or of 
it beer any body that would lend it, and for the 
and if parishes to be bound to pay the interest 
aS No- upon the loan, the principal of which 
re the was to be applied to the sending away 
Hetman ofthe people. This scheme was not, 
idence indeed, adopted ; it did not become a 
ch and law; but the bare proposition must | 
xen in prove to all the world, the wretched and | 
sively distracted state in which the affairs of 
asked, this nation now are, 
Ids, to 19. Poverty and misery have alway 
that Je been, are now, and always must be, the 
em in J prolific parents of crime ; and thus has 
it happened here. During the last Ses- 
jistory 9 Sion of Parliament, the Eart of Carr- 
everal | NaRvon declared in his place in the 
eople, | House of Lords, that the whole of the 
actual labourers surrounding his parish, in the 
rs of north of Hampsnire, were either poach- 
ble to ersorthieves, But, something still more 
ice to authentic aud undeniable | have to pro- 
pntent duce from a petition to Parliament from 
to the the whole of the Magistrates of the 
oning / county of Warwick, signed at their 
o the general sessions, held on the fourteenth 
arlia- day of January of this present year. In 
$ ap _ this petition the Magistrates complain of 
these the alarming increase of crime, particu- 
last @ larly amongst the juvenile part .of the 
x the male inhabitants ; and they conclude by 
mons praying for a law to be passed to ena- 
whe le the Magistrates to punish juvenile 
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delinquents by their own authority, and 
without bringing them to public trial ; 
that is to say, fo such an extent has 
crime increased, and so dreadful is its 
progress, that these Magistrates think it 
necessary that, in an endless number ot 
cases, the trial by Jury, the pride and 
boast of Englishmen, the best safeguard 
for their property, liberty and lives, the 





“* homes ; 





most precious legacy of their wise and 
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just and brave Catholic ancestors ; these 
Magistrates, all the Noblemen and all the 
Gentlemen of a very populous and opu- 
lent county, pray that this sacred law ; 
this best part of the whole of our Con- 
stitution, may be set aside with regard to 
g people in the country, to 
whom it is more necessary than to any 
other class! What, then, must be the 
state of this county of Warwick ' How 
terrific the increase of its crimes! One 
of these Magistrates, a Baronet, named 
E. E. Witmor, wrote and published, 
in the early part of this year, a pamphlet 
to show the necessity of such new regu- 
lation; and this Gentleman, amongst 
the reasons which-he assigns for the in- 
crease of crime, has one which I state in 
his own words, ‘* Our prisons are in- 
“ finitely more comfortable, and the food 
‘‘ allowed in them much more certain 
“ and palatable, than nine out of ten of 
“the prisoners enjoyed at their own 
and thus their condition is 
“really improved by the very means 
“ employed as a punishment.” 

20, Let that fact speak for itself; only 
with this addition, that the scale for 
feeding the labourers in Berkserre gave 
the babolved little more than halt as 
much, when I examined the matter in 
1826, as was allowed to the convicted 
felon in the jail ; so that the honest and 
hard working labourer was nearly starved, 
while the thief, the house-breaker, and 
criminals of every other description, were 
living tolerably well. While this is the 
state of the labouring people, the soldiers 
are paid double what they were paid forty 
years ago ; for, while the Magistrates of 
Dorsetshire allow from three shillings 
and a penny to one shilling and ten 
pence (varying according to the price of 
bread); while this is the allowance to a 
hard working labouring man for a week, 
the lowest of the foot soldiers are paid 
seven shillings and seven pence a week, 
and are secured meat and bread at a low 
fixed price, and have fuel, candle light, 
and clothing and lodging furnished them 
in addition. Formerly the pay of the 
soldier was not half so much as the com- 
mon wages of the labouring man; now 
it is more than double the amount of 
those wages ; which fact alone, if there 
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were no other, would be sufficient to} that the nation must be lost without hone 
enable any foreign statesman to judge) of resuscitation, if there were no men ie 
of the fearful change which has taken/it to feel a.desire to puta stop to the 
»lace in this country, ruinous and desolating system by which 

21. To show the rapid progress of | this mass of misery and crime at home 
crime, I state, from reports laid before | and the notorious degradation of the 
the Parliament this year, that the ex-/| nation abroad, has ‘been produced, 
pense for the maintenance of prisoners | There never is an effect without a cause: 
in the city of London, was, iu the year , nor have these effects come enpreceded 
1811, seven thousand seven hundred and | by adequate causes. Attentive observers 
nine pounds; and that in the year 1827, | of these causes and of their horrible ef. 
it was nineteen thousand two hundred | fects have traced them, and can trace 
and seventy-six pounds; that in the | them literally, to acts passed by the Par- 
rest of the county of middlesex, the ex-| diament. ‘There is no one evil, of what- 
yense in 1811, was fifteen thousand six | ever nature it may be, and existing in 
Lauied and sixteen pounds, and that in | that excess in which the evils now exist, 
1827 it was twenty-one thousand eight! which is not fairly ascribable to acts of 
hundred and one pounds; that, at one|the Parliament. The Debt, which re. 
jail in Lancasuire the total number of quires one-half of the taxes to be paid in 
persons committed for felony, inthe year | interest, and which demands a large 
1809, was one hundred and eighty-eight, | standing army at the same time, consists 
and that the number committed to the| of the aggregate of loans, every one of 
same jail for felony in the year 1826, | which, was made in virtue of an act of 
was nine hundred and_ thirty-seven. | the Parligment: the taxes required for 
Such has been, and is the progress of | the support of the army, of the pensions, 
crime in this country, till at Jast, there|the sinecures, and all the enormous 
is scarcely any poor man that is not| establishments, surpassing, I believe, 
looked upon as a probable thief. In/| those of any four of the greatest nations 
order to obtain security for their pro-| in the world; these taxes have all been 
perty, the landlords, farmers and others, | imposed by acts of the Parliament. In 
eep nightly watches in some cases; | short, here has been, and is, the root ol 
and in others form themselves into asso- | the evil, and of every evil that has so long 
ciations for the detection and prosecu- | afflicted, and now cripples this country. 
tion of thieves, finding the laws of the; 23. It has long been the opinion ofa 
land insufficient for the purpose. At a/| great part of the-peopie that such acts 
meeting of an association of this sort,| never would have been passed, if the 
held in the county of Suffolk, of which} Members of the House of Commons 
meeting Lorp Huntincrinip was the| had been chosen by ihe people at large, 
chairman, the chairman said, “ that! and had corresponded with their title of 





“© there was nothing now that the thieves 
“ would not steal: from the barns, pig- 
** styes, fowl-houses, and also the most 
‘* trifling articles.” He said, that ** the 
** state of the agricultural population was 
“ deplorable,” and mentioned that, ‘“‘dur- 
‘ ing the recent harvest, such crowds had 
** attacked his fields to glean inthem, that 
“ he was obliged to hire constables at hal f- 
*‘ a-crown a-day to keep them in order.” 

22. Such, may it please Your Hox1- 
ness, is the state of this country, which 
was once so solidly rich, so truly free, so 
happy and so honest. The change has 
come upon us so rapidly within the last 
forty years, and the causes are so visible, 











representatives of the people ; because 
they would have taken care of the peo- 
ple’s money, and prevented it from be- 
ing unwisely disposed of. In ancient 
times, and until the Protestant Reform 
ation, the common people had a Church, 
not only to relieve them in their neces- 
sities, but to protect them agaist Op- 
pression, coming against them in the 
name of the crown, but generally from 
the aristocracy; but the people have 
now lost that protection, and they have 
in fact lost the protection of a House“ 
Commons chosen by themselves, and 
are therefore at the mere mercy of the 
aristocracy. In the year 1793, 4 pel” 
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tion was presented to the House of|to be numbered; and for this cause I 
Commons by Mr. Grey, who is ‘now|have long been an object of the hatred, 
Lory Grey, in which petition it was/ the deadly animosity, the malignant per- 
alleged, that in fact, ** a majority of the | secution, of all those who buy or sell 
“whole of the Members of the Com-|seats in the parliament, or who derive 
“ mons’ House was put into that house!emolument from the wicked and mis- 
“by a hundred and fifty-four powerful chievous practices described in the peti- 
“men, without any assent whatsoever of tion of Lorp Grey. 
“the people; and that this evil threat-; 25. Your Honiyess will want no- 
“ened, in its progress, to usurp the thing to convince you that a man, who is 
“ sovereignty of the country to the equal an enemy to bribery, to corruption, to 
“ danger of the King, of the Lords, and false swearing, to beastly drunkenness, 
* of the Commons.” to riotousness, and to all sorts of odious 
24. Now, may it please Your Hort- -erimes, is not, for that reason, less wor- 
ness, this is the great question of the thy of being respected and beloved ; 
people of England, a very great majo- and that, if he happen to have written in 
rity of whom are satisfied that they shall favour of the ancient religion of his 
never see better days, that their country country, he is not, for this same reason, 
will continue to be miserable and the for his enmity to bribery, corruption, 
people criminal ; that it will draw nearer false swearing, and the rest, to be hated 
and nearer toa state of abject subjec- | and libelled by those who profess them- 
tion to military sway; that all its ancient! selves to be of that ancient religion, 
and inestimable institutions will cramble But, though this will be the opinion of 
away one by one; and that England,| Your Hosixess, the facts are proved 
once so great, so glorious, so tree, and | that that opinion if applied to this par- 





_ so happy, will become the most despi- | ticular case, is not correct. Unhappily 


cable nation upon the face of the earth, | 
unless a correction of this monstrous 
t abuse shall speedily take place. The 
people, especially in the more populous 
parts of the country, where their assem- 
bling together is a matter of more ease, 
have repeatedly petitioned the parlia- 
_ment, in the most urgent, and yet in the 
most humble manner, to make this ne- 
| cessary reformation ; but, instead of be- 
ing listened to, they have been treated 
with every severity known to any exist- 
ing law ; and new laws have been passed, 
suspending the old laws made for the 
| preservation of their liberties, in order 
lo sanction proceedings against them, 
not warranted by the ordivary laws of 
the land. They have been abused, ca- 
Jumniated, stigmatized in every way, by 
all possible devices that corrupt inge- 
uity has had at its command. The 
word REFORMER has been uséd as 
h term of reproach, and interpreted to 
nean a seditious man, a disturber of the 
peace, arebel, oraruffian. Still, how- 
ver, there have been some men found 
D set at nought all the dangers attending 
perseverance in so righteous a cause. 













for the credit of the Catholic Religion 
in England, that religion is one thingy 
and that which is called the * Catholic 
cause” is another thing; and, the law- 
yer before mentioned by name has ex- 
plicitly declared, ‘‘ that, though Mr, 
* Cossert has done a great deal for 
* the Catholic Religion, he has donea 
‘“« great deal ayainsé the Catholic cause.” 
This was'stating the whole case, very 
profligately to be sure, but very frankly 
and fully at the same time. 

26. What, then, may it please Your 
Ho urwess, isthe Catholic cause? It is 
the obtaining of seats in the House of 
Lords for Catholic Peers, seats in the 
House of Commons for Catholic Gen- 
tlemen, and seats upon the bench for 
Catholic Lawyers, and the obtaining of 
no one probable, or even possible, good 
for the Catholic people at large. The 
name which this cause has assumed is, 
“ Catholic Emancipation.” Now, that 
which is asked tor, is not a setting free 
from slavery; but an exaltation to 

wer and an admission to the taking of 
a share of those taxes which press us to 
the earth, and which have produced all 





Amongst those men, | haye the honour 






the horrible effects which I have before 
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described; and, as those persons, who 
are seeking for what they call emanci- 
pation, but who are, in reality, seekiny 
to obtain the means of sharing in profi! . 
able power at the expense of the peo- 
pe detest all those who would cause tie 


arliament to be reformed, because that 
retorm would annihilate their prospect 


of obtaining a share of the taxes; 
they detest me moré than other reform- 
ers because they think that I have more 
power than others to prevent their suc- 
cess. If I had written a book in favour 
of trafficking in seats; a book endea- 
vouring to show that bribery, corruption, 
false swearing and public robbery were 
good things, and in strict conformity 
with the Catholic Faith, I should have 
rolled in wealth if I had desired it, and 
should have had votes of thanks as nu- 
merous as the pages of my book, But 
I, somewhat in accordance with the 
practice of our fathers, have held a con- 
trary doctrine; constantly reprohated 
trafficking in seats, unmerited pensions, 
standing armies in times of peace, and 
all the other mischievous consequences 
arising from a want of a reform in the 
Parliament. It was clearly seen, that 
reform would render the emancipation 
of little use to those who were so anxious 
to obtain it ; and therefore, as the ‘* Ca- 
tholic cause,” as it is called, would have 
been, in fact, defeated, as to its main 
object, by the adoption of the measures 
recommended by, me, those who were 
eager for the success of that cause, pre- 
ferring*the profits of bribery and cor- 
ruption to the principles of their reli- 
gion, naturally became my bitter *ene- 
mies, totally disregarding all that I had 
done to wipe away the stigma on the 
ancient faith and church. 

27. This is the true cause of the hos- 
tility of this Catholic Aristocracy and 
these lawyers to the author of a book, 


which has drawn forth the gratitude of 


every sincere Catholic in every nation, 
Your Holiness will please to observe, 
that these men have no feeling. in com- 
mon with the Catholics in the middle and 
lower ranks of. life, who are’ amongst 
the most honest, the most sober, the most 
virtuous men in this kingdom, and sin- 
gularly attached to their religion, and 


duties belonging to it, 
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| anetual im the performance of all the 
This Aristocracy 
and these Lawyers, have no feeline in 
common with the priests, whose lives are 
so exemplary as to put, generally speak- 
ing, the Protestant parsons to shame 
The greater part of the Aristocracy and 
Lawyers are only a kind of mongrel 
Catholics: the former retaining the name 
of their religion from family pride ; and 
the latter retaining it, because, without 
it they would have little or no practice 
in their profession amongst the Catho- 
lics, who form, at. least, four fifths of the 
middle and lower classes in Ireland. 
In England, where the Catholics are still 
numerous, they naturally give the pre- 
ference to Lawyers of their own religion. 
This preference serves to supply the 
place of legal knowledge and talent ; 
and men, who would never have a brief, 
never be employed as lawyers, if they 
were not Catholics, do, by the means of 
this preference, make a tolerable figure 
in »their profession. Were it not for 
these motives, these two descriptions of 
men, generally speaking, would aposta- 
tize at once, and ina body. The former; 
that is to say, the Aristocracy, do steal 
out of the barren fold, oue by one ; and, 
while they remain in it, they clearly 
show, that they have the strongest de- 
sire to be battening and fattening in 
the rich pastures of bribery, corrup- 
tion, and taxation. One of them, has 
recently so far apostatized as to contri- 
bute largely towards the ereetion of a 
Protestant CHURCH; and personally 
to assist at laying the foundation of that 
Church, from the pulpit of which he 
knew that the Catholic Religion would 
be denounced as idolatrous and damna- 
ble, and Your Housess described a3 
the “man of sin,” “ the beast,” “ the 
scarlet whore of Babylon,” with “ gar 
ments dipped in the blood of the saints. 
Judge then, as Your Hottess easily 
will, whether such men ‘as these be fit 
to be entrusted - with power; judge 
whether we do not act wisely in keeping 
such, men from having power over our 
purses and our lives. 

28. Another -of them has openly de- 
clared that the Catholic priests ought © 





‘marry, ws the: Protestant parson mi 
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and this same man is amember of and 
has openly assisted at those Bible So- 
cieties, in which it is contended, that 
every man, be he what he may, is to in- 
terpret the Bible, rendered in the vulgar 


tongue, according to his own way of | 


thinking. 
29. This man,. too, is not only a 
member of the Catholic Association in 
London, but is one of “ the Committee” 
of that Association ; one of its organs in 

those negociations with Your Hottwess, 
' which, it is said, are at this time on foot, 

and which are intended to end in that 

sort of compromise, which would, in fact, 
bea sacrifice of the unity and purity of 

the Catholic Church in England, Scot- 

land and Ireland, for the purpose of 

opening the way for these men to obtain 

power and profit. Docrox Doyxz, who 

appears to be the prelate of the project, 
\ has promulgated a scheme for UNIT- 
ING the two churches of England and 
lof Rome! Ifthe Doctor had proposed 
to unite darkness with light, the proposi- 
tion would have been just as reasonable. 
‘He means, doubtless, to divide the tithes 
and other revenues of the church between 
he clergy of this united body; but we, 
both Protestants and Catholics, regard 
such union as the English farmer would 
regard an-union between the rats and 
he cats, shut up together in his pantry 
r in his loft of cheese; or, as the Italian 
armer would regard an union between 
he wolves and the sheep-dogs,- from 
which he would certainly anticipate ad- 
litional worrying, and slaughter com- 
mitted upon-his flock. This same Doc- 
or has contended, that the tithes and 
ther revenues, now enjoyed by the Pro- 

stant Church, are enjoyed by it, not 
ly in fact and by law, but by divine 
ight ; and that it is sinful in Catholics 
>» endeavour to relieve themselves from 
he burthen. And, to crown the whole, 
>hzs recently contended, that Your 
Hotiness has no right to interfere in 
2 appointment of Catholic Bishops, in 
y part of this kingdom; he has com- 
ained that the exercise of this right is 
ill claimed by the Hoty Sex; anil has 
stinctly proposed that a law should be 


ed to abrogate this right. 
_3u. These are the schemes that are 


d to be at present in agitation; and 
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though the Protestants care little about 
them, they are subjects of great and just 
alarm. with all the true Catholics, who, 
to a man, most fervently pray, that no 
Change whatever may take place with 
Tegard to their religion. If any such 
change were to take place, the Catholic 
religion would be extirpated in this 
country in a very few years. Men 
would not know what to think or what 
to believe: if one regulation of the 
church could be altered, another might; 
and if another, why not the whole, why 
not be Protestants at once ? The anti- 
quity, the hoar, of so many ages would 
be rubbed off, and the veneration along 
with them. This is what the aristocracy 
and the lawyers are aiming at. For the 
reasons before mentioned they shrink 
from the act of open apostacy ; but, they 
would gladiy see the religion of their 
fathers chipped away by slow degrees ; 
they would gladly see it rendered a 
thing no longer regarded as unchange- 
able ; and they would slide into the ranks 
of the Protestants, without any move- 
ment being perceived. Docror Doyie 
has not confined his labours, in this way, 
to works from the press; but has, in 
evidence given by him, before the Houses 
of Parliament, spoken in the most light, 
not to say contemptuous, manner of the 
authority and influence of the Pope re- 
lative to the Catholi# church. This 
excited great wonder amongst Protes- 
tants, and great indignation amongst Ca- 
tholics. ‘But, the object of all these 
compromising parties. is, to blind and 
delude the Catholic people, while they 
themselves make a bargain with the 
government, that will, in fact, undermine 
the Catholic religion and let them into a 
share of the general spoils. The people, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, have 
little or no: power to resist the execution 


of their schemes ; if these men and the: 


government agree, there will be nothing 
to resist the success of their projects, un- 
less they meet that resistance from Rome. 
They hope, and they are now, it is said, 
hard at work to obtain it, to obtain 
the sanction of Your Hotness to some 
concordat, or some bargain or other, 
— a view of effecting their rage 

ur apparent sanction ; tor, with- 
out ills they can effect nothing with the 
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Catholic people; and with this they would | change, and without ex 


in a short time, have scarcely the name 
of Catholic existing in any part of this 
kingdom: and thus, that which three 
hundred years of oppression and cruel- 
ties, exercised on Catholics by the bitter 


enemies of their church have been unable | 


to effect, would be completely effected 
by one single word written by the hand 
of the Pope. 

31. I have now laid before Your Ho- 
LINESS a true account of the character, 
the conduct, and the views of the Ca- 
tholic aristocracy and lawyers of Eng- 
Jand and Ireland; and have explained 
the real causes of that which appeared, 
and which naturally appeared, so won- 
derful to Your Hoxtnzss. I entertain 
the deepest sense of gratitude towards 
the memory of our Catholic Fathers, 
who framed all those institutions which 
caused England to be regarded as the 
cradle of true liberty; which have 
spread themselves over the Unirep 
Srares of America, and have, in part 
or in whole, been a blessing to many 
other parts of the world. I venerate the 
memory of these our fathers; from 
whom we derive every thing, yea every 
thing, of which this country has a right 
to be proud. I know how great and 
how happy England was as long’ as the 


Catholic Religion was the religion of 


the country ; howthigh she stood amongst 


the nations of the world; I know that she 


has, with now and then a gap in the 
progress, been declining from that day 
to this; and I have only to open my eyes 
to see, and seeing, to lameat, how low 
she is now. I cannot, without a degree 
of regret, that it is impossible for me to 
express, see that there is no hope of re- 
turn of those days, when the poor, the 
widow, the orphan and the stranger 
were relieved out of the tithes and other 
revenues of the Church. 1 cannot live 
amidst a nation of miserable paupers 
and thieves, without looking back to 


those happy days when the name of | 


pauper had never been sounded in Eng- 
lish ears, and when, as Forresever 
tells ns the Judges of England, led a life 
of learned leisure, having very little to do 
in their Courts: I eannot live in this 
state of things, without regretting the 
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ressing ‘ 

titude towards the mb sh of fos, . 
seaege ne pin oe 
a g ok place. But, hecanse | 
thus know, and thus feel, [ am not to 
favour the selfish views of an aristocracy 
and a band of lawyers, who, under the 
name pf “ Catholic Emancipation,’ 
would, if they could, render our political 
situation infinitely worse than it now is, 
by sacrificing their religion on the shrine 
of mammon. 

32. Having now discharged that 
which I regarded asa duty to myself 
and to the general body of Catholic 
Priests and people in this kingdom, | 
conclude with expressing my anxious 
desire, that the designs ot these conspi- 
rators against the fleeces of us all, and 
against the unity of the fold to which 
they profess to belong, may be defeated, 
by ourselves as far as relates to the for- 
mer, and by the fidelity and firmness of 
the Suernerp of the fold, as far as 
relates to the latter. For having dis. 
charged this duty, I shall receive the 
cordial thanks of every true Catholic in 
this kingdom ; and, in the hope that ! 
shall not have discharged it in vain, 


I am, 
May it please Your Holiness, 
With the most profound respect, 
Your Holiness’s most obedient, 
And most bumble Servant, 


Wn. COBBETT. 


My son Jaues, who has been for 
some time studying Htalian, is, 1 bop®, 
by this time at Pisa. [intend to send 
him a copy of the above letter, printed 
in a book form, in order that he may 
| eutiee send it to His Holiness, or be the 


bearer of it himself, if he may find time 
h what he 





‘and can make it consistent wil 
‘shall deem his convenience ; Oe 
‘chances are better than one, I shail be 
obliged to any gentleman, whom I per 
sonally know, or whom [ may know 
through the intervention ofa friend, - 
who may happpen to be going to ae 
to take charge of a copy, and to prom - 
to deliver it. or cause it to be ae 
to Thé Pope. As the poor Catt? 
rent has been, I verily believe, severe)! 
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| Provresranr Rerormarion, and the 


> corners of the earth. 


limited for their frame ; and some of Mr. 
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sweated to defray the expenses of the! 
recent embassy to England, and of all 
he fabrications and other means of de- 
lusion practised by the envoy and his | 
co-agitators on this side of the water; so, | 
1 have not the smallest doubt, that it 
will be again sweated for a similar pur- | 
pose, in order to cause the delusion to | 
extend itself, if possible, even to the | 
chair of Sainr Psrer. But, the present | 
Pope, is, | am told, a man of extensive | 
knowledge of the world; and, I am sure 
that, upon hearing both stories, he will 
say: * | believe Docror Miner and 
“ Wr. Cosserr, who, though he is un- 
“fortunately a Protestant, deals in 
‘plain facts, is no metaphor-monger, 
and does every thing above-board.”— 
I have published the same book, which 
mal:es a‘nice little volume, that may be 
bound up, if the reader likes, with the 


price of which is one shilling, stitched. 
—Out of mere mercy, I will. add, a fact 
calculated to assuage the raging vanity 
ofthe intense orators of the Catholic 
Association of Ireland, who frequently 
tell us, in so many words, that their 
speeches will be read to the furthermost 
** All Europe” is 
a mere trifle with them ; a scope far too 


Suisx’s intense co-operators in the late 
fabrication, have not scrupled to say, 
that it will resound throughout every na- 
tion of the world. The useful fact, the 
fact which | administer in mercy, 1s, 
that, in the month of March, 1826, Hus 
Hotness, the Porg, had never heard 
hat there was upon earth a man of the 
ame of Danie, O‘Conne re ; and that, 
lis Eloliness said this to a Gentleman 
! perfect veracity, who related the fact 

» me in the presence of Mr. Ronayne 
f Cork, who will, 1 am sure, at any 
me, bear testimony to the truth of the 
fement. The fact is, that words are 
bmewhat like meal put into a sieve: if 
bod they pass through the finest aper- 
res ; but if good for nothing, they, like 
bran and the chaff, never get beyond 

e sieve into which they are put. Clear 
d pure water jnsinuates itself into 
ery thing: the grosser particles are 
pped eyen by straws or bits of wood ; 
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and thus it is, with the foul and disgust- 


ing stuff poured forth from the lungs of 


the noisy orators of the Catholic Asso- 
ciation. 


—— 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 


THE WOODLANDS; or, a Treatise on the 
Preparing of Ground for Planting, on the 
Planting, on the Cultivating, on the Prun- 
ing, and on the Cutting down, of Forest 
Trees aud Underwoods ; describing the usual 
growth and size, and the uses, of each sort 
of Tree, the Seed of each, the season and 
manner of collecting the Seed, the manner 
of preserving aud of sowing it, and also the 
manner of managing the young Plants, 
until fit to plant out; the Trees being 
arranged in a phabetical order, and the list 
of them, including these of America, as well 
as those of England, and the English, 
French, and Latin name, being prefixed to 
the directions relative to each Tree respec- 
tively. Price 14s., octavo, 


YEAR'S RESIDENCE IN AMERICA ; treat- 
ing of the Face of the Country, the Climate, 
the Soil, the Products, the Mode of Cultivat- 
ing the Land, the Prices of Land, of Labour, 
of Food, of Raimeut; of the Expenses of 
House-Keeping, and of the Usual Manner 
of Living; of the Manners and Customs of 
the People, and of the Institutions of the 
Country, Civil, Political, aud Religious, 
Price 5s. 

SERMONS.—There are twelve of these, in 
ove volume, on the following subjects :— 
1. Hypocrisy and Cruelty; 2. Drunkenness; 
3. Bribery ; 4. Oppression ; 5. Unjust 
Judges; 6. The Siuggard; 7. The Mur- 
derer; 8. The Gamester; 9. Pubhe Rob- 
bery ; 10. The Unnatural Mother; 11. The 
Sin of Forbidding Marriage ;“12. On the 
Duties of Parsons, and on the Instiiution 
and object of Tythes. These Sermons were 
published separately; while selling in Num- 
bers, some of them exceeded others in point 
of sale; but, upon the whole, considering 
them as independent publications, there 
have been printed of them now, two hun- 
dred and eleven thousand. A new edition, 
Price 3s. 6d. 


PAPER AGAINST GOLD ; or, The History 
and Mystery of the NationaAL Dest, the 
Bank of England, the Funds, and all the 
Trickery of Paper-Money. A new edition, 
Price 5s. 


PROTESTANT “ REFORMATION,” in 
Evgland and Ireland, showing how that 
event hus impoverished and degraded the 
main body of the people in those countries ; 

in a series of letters, addressed to all sensible 

and just Englishmen. A new edition, in 
two volumes; the price of the first volume 
ds, 6d., and for the second 3s, 6d. 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR; anewedition. Price 


3s. 


FRENCH GRAMMAR; or, Plain Instructions 


for the Learning of French; A new edition. 
Price 5s. 


COTTAGE ECONOMY ; contaimng infor- 


mation relative to the Brewing of Beer, 
Keeping of Cows, Pigs, Bees, Ewes, Goats, 
Poultry, and Rabbits, and relative to other 
matters deemed useful in the conducting 
the Affairs of a Labourer’s Family ; to which 
are added, Instructions relative to the Se- 
lecting, the Cutting, and the Bleaching, of 
the Plants of English Grass and Grain, for 
the purpose of making Hats and Bonnets ; 
to which is now added, a very minute ac- 
count (illustrated with a Plate) of the Ame- 
rican manner of making Ice-Houses. Priee 
2s. 6d. 


THE ENGLISH GARDENER; or, A Trea- 


tise on the Situation, Soil, Enclosing, avd 
Layiug-out, of Kitchen Gardens ; on the 
making and managing of Hot-eds and 
Green-Houses, and on the Propagation and 
Cultivation of all sorts of Kitchen Garden 
Plants, and of Fruit Trees, whether of the 
Garden or the Orchard; and also, omthe 
Formation of Shrubberies and Flower Gar- 
dens ; and on the Propagation and Cultiva- 
tion of the several sorts of Shrubs and Flow- 
ers; concluding with a Calendar, giving 
instructions relative to the Sowings, Plant- 
ings, Prunings, and other Labours to be 
performed in the Gardens in each month of 
the year. Price 6s. 


ROMAN HISTORY, in French and English ; 


desigued chiefly for a Book of Exercises to 
accompany Cospett’s French Grammar. 
Price 6s. , 


POOR MAN'S FRIEND ; or, Essays on th® 


Rights and Duties of the Poor, Price Is. 


AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE; or, an Ac- 


countof the Manner in which the Slave 
Dealers take Free People from some of the 
United States of America, and carry them 
away, and sell them as Slaves in other of 
the States; and of the horrible Cruelties 
practised in the carrying on of this most 





SEMENTS. - 649 


infamous traffic ; with Reflections on the 
Project for forming a Colony of American 
Blacks in Africa, aud certain Documents 
respecting that Project. By Jesse Tor- 
REY, Jun. Physician. With5 Plates. To 
which are added, Notes, and a Preface, by 
Wo. Cospert.—Price 2s. boards. 


THE LAW OF TURNPIKES ; or, an Ana” 
lytical Arrangement of, and Iilustrative 
Commentaries on, all the General Acts, 
relative to Turnpike Roads. By Witttiam 
Cossett, Jun., Student of Lincoln’s Inu. 
Price 3s. 6d. boards, 


{,. LETTERS FROM FRANCE; containing 
Observations made in that Country during 
a Journey from Calais to the South, as far 
as Limoges ; then back to Paris; and then, 
after a residence there of three monthis, 
from Paris through the Eastern parts of 
France, and through part of the Nether- 
lands ; commencing in April, and ending 
in December, 1824. By Joun M. Cousert, 
Student of Lincoln’s Inn. Price As. 


. MR. JAMES PAUL COBBETT’S RIDE 
OF EAGHT HUNDRED MILEs IN 
FRANCE, Second Edition, Price 23s. 6d. 
This Work contains a Sketch of the Face of 
the Country, of its Rural Economy, of the 
Towns and Villages, of Manufactures, aud 
Trade, and of such of the Manuers and 
Customs as materially differ from those of 
Evgland; Atso, an Account of the Prices 
of Land, House, Fuel, Food, Raiment, La- 
bour, and other Things, in different parts of 
the Country; the design being to exhibit a 
true picture of the present State of the People 
of France. To which is added, a General 
View of the Finances of the Kingdom. 


TULL’S FAMOUS WORK on THE HORSE- 
HOEING HUSBANDRY. In the Press, 
and shortly will be Published, a Vew £di- 
tion. 


THE GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY oF 
ENGLAND anno WA LES, g wing an account 
of Englund and Wales themselves, and then 
of every County, City, Town, and Pwrish, i" 
the Kingdom. In the Press, and shortly 
will be Published, 
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